
6th August, 2021

Dear friends and family,

I am writing to ask that we consider joining as a community (from our own homes) in order to show our
support and raise awareness about homelessness and disadvantage in our community.

Usually, Chisholm prides itself on taking part in regular fundraising efforts throughout the year with
events like Pyjama Day. The St Vincent de Paul Winter Appeal has been an initiative that we have
supported many times in the past.

Due to our current circumstances and inability to gather in person, Vinnies are welcoming all Catholic
school communities to participate in the #FAMILYWINTERSLEEPOUT@HOME initiative in Term 3. Some
ideas that you could consider as a family are:

- Make soup together to drink to stay warm when out on your own sleepout/sit out. This is something that
the Van usually distributes to those on the street.
- Sleep/Sit outside in the cold for a period of time, with only cardboard to sit on. During this time, discuss
questions about how you are feeling, how the homeless must feel, as well as share some facts to raise
awareness of homelessness.
- Pray together as a family for those people in our community who have no secure, warm housing.

If your family would like to participate, we encourage you to document and photograph your experience/s
and send them to Mrs Hartog via email: jhartog@parra.catholic.edu.au so that we are able to forward
them onto Vinnies as a way of showing our support. All photos will need to be sent in by Wednesday,
18th August - Week 6.
Please also know that these images may be used on our school facebook page.

If you’d like to create your own Vinnies fundraising event or would like to make a monetary donation in
order to help make a real difference in the lives of people experiencing homelessness and disadvantage,
feel free to visit https://fundraise.vinniesnsw.org.au/ All money will assist Vinnies in providing support
for those in our community who need it the most.

Together we can make a difference.
Regards
Jo Hartog
(FIAT Coordinator)
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